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Winter 2014 - 2015 
“Well done, good and faithful servant.” Certainly, those are the words Pastor 

Amos Murray heard from his Lord and King when he arrived in heaven Christ-

mas Eve after 98 years of life on Earth.  He was ready to go home. Pastor 

Murray was the fourth of nine children. Only one 

brother has outlived him. His wife, Claris, whom he 

referred to as “Good Friend” , went before him in July 

of 2011. They had two children of their own but 

raised 14!They have 11 grandchildren, 30 great-

grandchildren and 7 great-great! 

                 

Kingdom Builders Ministry 
 

    Learn to do good. Seek justice. Help the oppressed.  

Defend the orphan. Fight for the rights of widows.  
Isaiah 1:17 (NLT)   

Pastor Amos Murray 

Oct. 12, 1916 - Dec. 24, 2014 

Meet the team!  
The faces may look familiar since they are all former residents of My Father’s 

House. Donnaree and Andre have come on board as full time staff. Donnaree 

is caring for the six resident children as well as her own two. Andre is in 

charge of the house and yard. This change comes after Jody and Travoy de-

cided to seek other opportunities.  Lizzy and Aliana have moved back in as a 

mutual blessing. KBM blesses them with a safe, welcoming home and Lizzy 

offers assistance in the home when she is not working at Sandals. With your 

support and prayers, their hands on loving care and Jim and Penie’s supervi-

sion KBM provides a loving home for all the children and a welcoming atmos-

phere for interns and short term mission teams. 

A  

Legacy  

of  

Love! 

mailto:kbm@jaminjamaica.com


Christmas at My Father’s House is always won-

derfully full of activity. Thanks to the children's 

wonderful sponsors, our October team and 

KBM’s supporters, the children were all 

blessed with clothes they needed and a few 

things they really wanted. Everyone was well 

blessed, but Christmas with a two year old 

somehow becomes more magical. Every 

gift Alianna opened evoked the sincere com-

ment of amazement, “WOW!”  

 
“As a result of your ministry, they will give glory to God. 

For your generosity to them and to all believers will prove 

that you are obedient to the Good News of Christ. And 

they will pray for you with deep affection because of the 

overflowing grace God has given to you. Thank God for 

this gift too wonderful for words!” 

2Corinthians 9:13 - 15 

On the steps left to right— Mama Penie, Jody, Marquez, Donnaree’s son, 

Joshua, Moses, Felix 

Front— Monique with her daughter, Jessina (No, they don't live at My   

Father’s House, but when Jim and I are there, so are they.                                         

Jadah is standing with Alianna, Elizabeth’s daughter. Lizzy and Donnaree 

had to work. Sheena, Marlaina is standing in front of her. Marlaina is  Don-

naree’s daughter. Samson, Andre, Travoy, Papa Jim 

“WOW!” 

Turkey is unbelievably expensive in 

Jamaica, so we had a family favorite 

and the boys jerked chicken!  MMM 



New Year’s Eve 

2014 
Family, friends, 

fun and food 
combine to make 

wonderful memo-
ries. Throughout 

the holidays My 
Father’s House is 

a busy place. We 
get to spend time 

doing some of our 
favorite things, 

catching up with 
former residents, 

enjoying our grandchildren and children and visiting friends. New Year’s Eve has be-

come a traditional gathering at My Father’s House. Special treats are prepared and en-
joyed by all. Fun competitions take place. The living room is transformed into a dance 

floor where the best dancers are usually under 5 years old, but even Mama Penie 
dances as she goes through just to induce joyous laughter.  



Notice all our children 

dressed up in their new 

Christmas digs standing in 

front of KBM’s new to us 

van! We are excited to    

begin the new year with a 

dependable van with work-

ing AC! It is similar to the 

old van but eight years 

younger. With the roads on 

the south coast nearly    

complete and this nice van, 

our family and teams will be 

spoiled this year riding 

in comfort. A trip to 

Sav just isn’t the same; 

praise God! The old 

van is still running and 

ready to serve for trips 

to the beach and large 

teams. Put a team     

together; come on 

down and go for a ride! 

Fun Day in Belmont 
Traditionally, Boxing Day is a day of  

community fun throughout Jamaica. KBM  

participated in the Fun Day in Belmont this 

year. With all of the children’s assistance, 

we hosted a game booth complete with 

tickets redeemable for prizes. Everyone 

served for a while, and everyone had time 

to play as well. These simple games and 

the few trinkets given as prizes are the 

highlight of Christmas for most children in 

Jamaica. Our children love to serve their 

community and participate in days like 

this.  



Christmas, a time of Giving 
 

Leland, a resident at the Sav la mar infirmary, has experienced great pain 

in his joints this year. His mobility has deteriorated greatly. In past years 

he would always be found outside under the beautiful mango tree in 

front of the men’s dorm, but most of 2014 he stayed in bed. When we 

learned that the airline we flew with this Christmas allowed a wheelchair 

to be checked with no charge, we determined to bring one for Leland. 

His joy of receiving was matched only by our joy when we returned to 

the infirmary the following week finding him outside sitting in his 

wheelchair!  

 

Connections 
Sharing what God does through KBM is one of my favorite things to do, 

so when a couple on the plane showed interest in my pictures I was    

organizing, the plane ride went too fast. It was on my way back to the 

states after our holiday visit last Christmas when I met Ken and Darla. 

They were returning to TX after their annual vacation to Negril. Each 

year they meet about 50 other couples. When they asked what their 

group might do to help, I  suggested they bring black shoes in for chil-

dren to wear to school.  Hopeful, but not expectant, we parted ways in  

TX. We were thrilled to receive an email from them ex-

plaining their excitement that all the couples agreed in the 

plan of donating a pair of shoes per couple. Some actually 

brought a couple pairs making the total more than 60 pairs! 

KBM hosted a portion of the group of vacationers in Negril 

for a day when we went to pick the shoes up. The couple in 

the center of the group in the picture to the right is Luddy 

Samms and his wife Jan. Luddy is a former Drifter. For 

those of you younger readers, the Drifters were a musical 

group in the 50‘s. You might recognize their songs - Up on 

the Roof, My Girl, Down on the Boardwalk. Anyway, they 

run the Drifter’s Bar in Negril, and offer an open mic     

featuring Luddy on Fridays and Sundays. What a fun time! 

Plan is to make it an annual event! 

Friends & Family 
 

Penie’s brother, Frank, far left, and his 

girlfriend from China visited us in         

Jamaica over the holidays. A reunion 

with Bob & Starla Chord was an          

unexpected pleasure. Rose and her friend 

joined us here at our favorite JERK HUT 

in Black River. When Courtney, the 

server and cook, saw us, he had a       

concerned look on his face. I realized I    

hadn’t warned him we were coming, and 

he thought we may have 50 people with 

us! 



Indication of Change 
 

Each year we evaluate our effectiveness and accomplishments. 

We like to reassess and be sure we are operating in God’s will. 

One area we see change is in the attitude and heart conditions 

of the people in communities we minister in. The last few 

times we have had donations to distribute my heart has been 

warmed by the 

thoughtfulness 

of the people 

who gather to 

receive. Even 

when we have 

abundant 

amounts of 

clothing, 

chances are we 

don’t have 

something for 

everyone. In-

stead of becom-

ing jealous and angry, neighbors would hold up an item and say 

something like, “Wouldn’t this fit, ___ ?”  Being happy for oth-

ers when not getting something for oneself is an indication of 

spiritual maturity. We see this in both Petersville and Gully 

Bank. We continue to pray and work through this in Audayr. 

Our hope is that sowing years of faithful service will till the 

hearts in that community as well. God is after their hearts, and 

KBM is the tool available for His purpose. 

Spring Arbor Michigan Cul-

tural Encounter Group 
This group comes each year with a 

new group of students learning 

about different cultures throughout 

the world. KBM hosts them for a 

day taking them to a couple of the 

communities we serve. In Peters-

ville they learn about carrying wa-

ter from the stand pipe in front of 

the church.to nearby homes. Olive, 

a church sister in her 90s, lives up 

on the hill above the church. She 

climbs the hill daily with a gallon 

jug. She is most thankful when she 

sees our teams with multiple 5 gal-

lon containers climbing the hill to 

fill her large drum! This year the group brought shoes to distribute in Petersville. What a joy it was to see 

needs met in real ways.  



It never ceases to amaze me how simple treats like coloring pages, 

crayons, bubbles and a rope to jump can thrill the children KBM min-

isters to. When we enter a community, you can hear the shrill voices 

of the children announcing our arrival with joy. They know we bring 

friends who will play and express the love of God through these sim-

ple activities, encouraging words and loving touch. The adults are 

likely just as happy to see us although they show their feelings in dif-

ferent ways. Men and women come around to discover the purpose 

behind our visit. They know playing with the children is seldom our 

only objective. We usually have a building project to accomplish, Bi-

ble study or parenting classes to offer and sincere friendship is always 

in abundance. Many are receptive; some are even eager to learn or 

participate in the service project at hand.  

A visit at Petersville All Age School rounded the day out. The chil-

dren and staff are always so welcoming. KBM has given a great deal 

to the school over the years, but time with the children has always 

been a favorite!  

Each place we visited is unique. Each community offers a different 

glimpse into the lives of a Jamaican, their struggles, hopes and joys.  

One of the many things the Spring Arbor students and staff noticed is 

the impact KBM has had every place we went. Thank you to all or 

you who make this possible! 

Sincere Prayer 
What this boy is praying about I really have no idea, but he captured my attention while 

sorting through the pictures from the day with Spring Arbor. His expression is intensely 

sincere. It tells me he knows the God he prays to and has learned to trust Him early in 

life.  

Notice the shoes the boy hugs as he prays. You have likely heard stories about children 

carrying their shoes to and from school so as to not wear them out; they are all too true 

in the communities we serve on the south coast of Jamaica. The terrain is rough; even 

high quality shoes wont last a child a whole school year if he actually wears them. No, 

he doesn’t have another pair to wear on the walk home or to play in when he gets there. 

The soles of his feet are thicker and tougher than the shoes’ soles!  

If he’s praying for a new pair of shoes, KBM is God’s avenue to answer that prayer and 

many others. Thank you for supporting KBM and being the answer to many prayers! 



Kingdom Builders Ministry 
PO Box 30010 

Cincinnati, OH  45230 

There are many ways you can be a part of Kingdom Builders Ministry. 
 

 Pray for KBM 

 Sponsor a Child 

Go2School 

 Become an intern 

 Give financially 

 Come on a short term missions project 

 Tell someone else about KBM 
 

Prayer Requests 
 

Trust with us praying for God 
to provide for all our needs.  

 
 Our family’s health 
 Financial needs 
 Future & Present 

interns 

        A friend and neighbor in Jamaica has offered KBM space in a container being shipped in 

February. We need your help in raising the funds required to purchase the needed items in a 

timely manner to take advantage of this offer. My Father’s House is in need of a freezer, a re-

frigerator and a washing machine. We would also like to bring in a bicycle for each of the 6 

children in the home. The cost of these items in Jamaica are generally more than two times as ex-

pensive as in the USA, so this is a major opportunity for KBM. Each of these items are seriously 

needed and will be put to good use. Our plan is to make purchases on line having the items shipped to 

the container in Miami. You can help make this possible with a special donation. Please send a check 

to KBM PO Box 30010, Cincinnati, OH 45230 with CONTAINER written on the memo line.   

Thank you for helping make this possible! 

Find out more about all of these opportunities @ 

www.jaminjamaica.com 
 

LIKE KBM on Facebook @ 

http://www.facebook.com/KBMJamaica 


